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A shopper leaves the Macy’s store, Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022, at Downtown Crossing in Boston. 
Associated Press 
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AP-NORC Poll: Americans say holiday gifts harder to afford 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Business Writer 
More than half of U.S. adults 
say it's harder to afford the 
holiday gifts they want to 
give this year. 
Sixty-nine percent of them 
say they have seen higher 
prices for holiday gifts in re- 
cent months, up from 58% 
last year, according to a 
new poll from The Associ- 
ated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research. 
And 57% say it has been 
harder to afford the things 
they want to give, a dra- 
matic increase from 40% 
one year ago. The vast 
majority of those finding it 
harder to afford gifts say 
they've cut back on giving 
as a result. 
Last year, 89-year-old Dar- 
lene Huffman used some 
of her government stimulus 
money to buy KitchenAid 
food choppers — which 
cost around $40 — for her 
six children. But this year, 
with the price of gas, gro- 
ceries and other basics eat- 
ing into her limited income, 
Huffman is downsizing. She 
plans to buy them each a 
$10 trash can that attaches 
to the backseat of a car. 
"I have to watch my p's 
and q's. But God has sup- 
plied all my needs and I'm 
not complaining," said Huff- 
man, who will spend much 
of the season volunteering 
at food and clothing banks 
in her hometown of Green- 
ville, Ohio. 


U.S. inflation appears to be 
cooling; 
consumer 
pric- 
es fell for the fifth straight 
month in November, the 
government said Tuesday. 
But prices were still 7.1% 
higher than a year ear- 
lier, an increase felt most 
acutely 
by 
low-income 
households. 
About two-thirds of Ameri- 
cans in households earning 
less than $50,000 annually 
say they've had a harder 
time affording gifts and 
food for holiday meals this 
year, according to the AP- 
NORC poll. About 6 in 10 of 
those in households earn- 
ing between $50,000 and 
$99,999 found it harder to 


afford gifts and food, along 
with half of higher-income 
households. 
Roslyn Coble doesn't plan 
to buy holiday gifts this year. 
Coble, 63, lives on monthly 
disability checks and has 
struggled with higher prices 
for food and other necessi- 
ties this year. 
"I'm less interested in go- 
ing out and trying to buy 
things," 
said 
Coble, 
of 
Oakboro, North Carolina. 
"I'm not as much into it this 
year." 
Coble is looking forward to 
spending the holidays with 
family. And she's expecting 
a small raise in her disability 
payments in January. 


"Next Christmas I'll be able 
to do more," she said. 
The poll shows nearly all 
Americans — 95% — have 
seen 
higher-than-usual 
prices for groceries in re- 
cent months, up from 85% 
last year, according to the 
poll. The U.S. government 
estimates food prices will 
be up 9.5% to 10.5% this 
year; historically, they've 
risen only 2% annually. 
Eighty-three percent said 
they had experienced in- 
flationary gas prices, about 
the same number as last 
year. Seventy-four percent 
reported higher electricity 
bills, up from 57% last year. 
As a result, many buyers 


may be looking for dis- 
counts this year, and retail- 
ers are likely to respond. 
The average discount rate 
across all categories online 
was 31% on Thanksgiving, 
up from 27% last year, ac- 
cording to Salesforce. 
Tierra Tucker, a 34-year- 
old day care worker in 
Chicago, said she's been 
shopping since Black Fri- 
day for her twin 13-year-old 
daughters and has found 
deals on many of the gifts 
they're getting, including 
iPads, purses, clothes and 
bracelet-making kits. 
Tucker hasn't cut back 
on gifts for her daughters 
this year, but she won't be 
spending as much on oth- 
ers. Tucker recently moved 
and said she has had to 
focus on getting things for 
her new house. So her sev- 
en nieces and nephews 
will get gift cards instead 
of toys. Overall U.S. holiday 
sales are expected to grow 
at a slower pace than last 
year. The National Retail 
Federation, the largest re- 
tail trade group, expects 
holiday sales to grow 6% 
to 8% this year, down from 
13.5% in 2021. 
Daniel 
Reyes, 
a 
postal 
worker from Midland, Tex- 
as, said he made more 
money than usual this year 
thanks to overtime. But he's 
still thinking twice about 
what be buys in the face of 
steep price increases and 
losses to his 401(k) plan.q 


People carry shopping bags on Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022 at Downtown Crossing in Boston. 
Associated Press 


Lawmakers announce 'framework' on 
bill to keep gov't open 


KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law- 
makers leading the ne- 
gotiations on a bill to fund 
the federal government 


for the current fiscal year 
announced late Tuesday 
they've 
reached 
agree- 
ment on a "framework" that 
should allow them to com- 
plete work on the bill over 


the next week and avoid a 
government shutdown. 
Congress faces a midnight 
Friday deadline to pass a 
spending bill to prevent a 
partial government shut- 
down. The two chambers 
are 
expected 
to 
pass 
another short-term mea- 
sure before then to keep 
the government running 
through Dec. 23, which will 
allow negotiators time to 
complete work on the full- 
year bill. 
"Now, the House and Sen- 
ate Appropriations Com- 
mittees will work around 
the clock to negotiate the 
details of final 2023 spend- 


ing bills that can be sup- 
ported by the House and 
Senate and receive Presi- 
dent 
Biden's 
signature," 
said Rep. Rosa DeLauro of 
Connecticut, the Demo- 
cratic chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee. 
Earlier in the day, Senate 
leaders 
said 
lawmakers 
from the two parties were 
nearing 
an 
agreement, 
but Republicans warned 
Democrats that lawmak- 
ers would need to com- 
plete their work by Dec. 22 
or they would only support 
a short-term extension into 
early next year. 
That would give House Re- 


publicans more leverage 
over what's in the legisla- 
tion, since they will be in the 
majority then. 
Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., 
said last week that the two 
parties were about $25 bil- 
lion apart in what is expect- 
ed to be about a $1.65 tril- 
lion package, not including 
mandatory spending on 
programs such as Social 
Security 
and 
Medicare. 
However, 
Democrats 
in 
their statements did not in- 
dicate what topline spend- 
ing 
number 
had 
been 
reached in the framework 
announced Tuesday.q 


The Capitol is seen in Washington, early Wednesday, Dec. 14, 
2022. 
Associated Press 
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By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The num- 
ber of U.S. deaths dropped 
this year, but there are still 
more than there were be- 
fore the coronavirus hit. 
Preliminary data — through 
the first 11 months of the 
year — indicates 2022 will 
see fewer deaths than the 
previous 
two 
COVID-19 
pandemic years. Current 
reports 
suggest 
deaths 
may be down about 3% 
from 2020 and about 7% vs. 
2021. 
U.S. deaths usually rise year- 
to-year, in part because 
the nation’s population has 
been growing. The pan- 
demic accelerated that 
trend, making last year the 
deadliest in U.S. history, with 
more than 3.4 million dying. 
If current trends continue, 
this year will mark the first 
annual decline in deaths 
since 2009. 
It will be months before 
health officials have a full 
tally. The October and No- 
vember numbers are not 
yet complete and a late- 
December 
surge 
could 
change the final picture, 
said Farida Ahmad, who 
leads mortality surveillance 
at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
If the decline does hold, 
it will still be a far cry from 
where the nation was be- 
fore the coronavirus ap- 
peared. This year’s count is 


likely to end up at least 13% 
higher than what it was in 
2019. 
“We’re 
(still) 
definitely 
worse off than we were be- 
fore the pandemic,” said 
Amira Roess, a George Ma- 
son University professor of 
epidemiology and global 
health. 
Once again, most of the 
annual change is due to 
the ebb and flow of COV- 
ID-19, which has killed more 
than 1,080,000 Americans 
since it first was recognized 
in the U.S. in early 2020. 
This year started off horribly, 


with about 73,000 COVID 
deaths in January alone — 
the third deadliest month 
from COVID-19 since the 
pandemic 
began. 
For 
2022, “the bulk of mortal- 
ity was concentrated dur- 
ing that omicron wave at 
the beginning of the year,” 
said Iliya Gutin, a University 
of Texas researcher track- 
ing COVID-19 mortality. 
Monthly COVID-19 deaths 
dropped below 4,000 in 
April and averaged about 
16,000 per month through 
November. 
The 
monthly 
average for 2021 was more 


than double that. 
COVID-19 will nevertheless 
end up as the nation’s third 
leading cause of death this 
year, just as it was in 2020 
and 2021 — behind the 
perennial leader, heart dis- 
ease, and cancer. 
Heart 
disease 
deaths, 
which have tended to 
surge in tandem with CO- 
VID-19 deaths, are on track 
to be down from 2021, Ah- 
mad said. And it’s not clear 
whether the number of 
cancer deaths will change, 
based on preliminary data. 
There may be some rela- 


tively good news regard- 
ing drug overdose deaths, 
which hit an all-time high 
last year. Provisional over- 
dose death data posted 
by the CDC on Wednesday 
— through the first seven 
months of this year — sug- 
gests 
overdose 
deaths 
stopped climbing early this 
year, around last winter’s 
end. 
Also Wednesday, the CDC 
released its first report on 
deaths involving long CO- 
VID — long-term symptoms 
after a person has recov- 
ered from coronavirus in- 
fection. The CDC estimates 
that about 3,500 deaths 
from January 2020 through 
June 2022 involved long 
COVID. That’s about 1% of 
deaths in which COVID was 
deemed the underlying or 
contributing cause. 
Experts believe pharma- 
ceutical weapons against 
the coronavirus have been 
making a difference. The 
Commonwealth Fund this 
week released a modeling 
study that concluded the 
U.S. COVID-19 vaccination 
program prevented more 
than 3.2 million deaths. 
“We all really would ex- 
pect that the number of 
deaths — and the number 
of severe cases — would 
decrease, due to a com- 
bination of immunity from 
natural infection and vac- 
cination ... and treatment,” 
Roess said.q 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Trump’s company imped- 
ed a grand jury investiga- 
tion last year by repeatedly 
failing to turn over evidence 
in a timely fashion, leading 
to a secret contempt find- 
ing and a $4,000 fine, ac- 
cording to court records 
made public Tuesday. 
The 
Trump 
Organization 
was found to have been 
“willfully disobeying” four 
grand jury subpoenas and 
three court orders, to the 
detriment of Manhattan 
prosecutors who were left 
ill-prepared to question wit- 
nesses, Judge Juan Manuel 


Merchan ruled. 
The subpoenas, issued in 
March, April, May and June 
2021, preceded the Trump 
Organization’s 
July 
2021 
indictment on criminal tax 
fraud charges for helping 
executives avoid taxes on 
company-paid perks. The 
company was convicted 
this month and faces a fine 
of up to $1.6 million. 
The $4,000 contempt fine 
was the maximum allow- 
able by law. 
It’s yet another kerfuffle 
involving Trump and al- 
legations of mishandling 
or withholding records. In 
April, a judge held Trump 
in contempt and fined him 


$110,000 for being slow to 
respond to a civil subpoe- 
na issued by New York’s at- 
torney general. The former 
president has also been 
under investigation for stor- 
ing classified documents 
at his Mar-a-Lago estate in 
Florida. Merchan vaguely 
referenced the Trump Or- 
ganization’s contempt pro- 
ceeding 
while 
presiding 
over the company’s crimi- 
nal trial, saying he would 
wait until after it was over 
to unseal records related to 
an unspecified proceeding 
held last year. 
That 
proceeding 
turned 
out to be the Trump Or- 
ganization’s 
closed-door 


contempt trial on Oct. 7, 
2021 and Merchan’s par- 
tially redacted 28-page rul- 
ing finding the company in 
contempt, which he issued 
on Dec. 8, 2021. 
While 
the 
company’s 


name was blacked out in 
the court record released 
Tuesday, the details in the 
decision and the manner 
in which it was unsealed 
by the judge made it clear 
who was involved. q 


U.S. deaths fell this year, but not to pre-COVID levels 


A visitor sits on a bench to look artist Suzanne Brennan Firstenberg’s “In America: Remember,” a 
temporary art installation made up of white flags to commemorate Americans who have died of 
COVID-19, on the National Mall in Washington on Oct. 2, 2021. 


Associated Press 


Trump Org. was secretly held in 
contempt for hindering probe 


Former President Donald Trump announces a third run for 
president as he speaks at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Fla., Nov. 
15, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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By JAKE BLEIBERG and KEV- 
IN MCGILL 
Associated Press 
KEITHSVILLE, La. (AP) — A 
volatile storm ripping across 
the U.S. spawned torna- 
does that killed a young 
boy and his mother in Loui- 
siana, 
smashed 
mobile 
homes and chicken houses 
in Mississippi and threat- 
ened neighboring Southern 
states with more punishing 
weather Wednesday. 
To the north, the huge storm 
system delivered blizzard- 
like conditions to the Great 
Plains and was expected 
to push more snow and ice 
into Appalachia and New 
England. The wintery blast 
dumped more than 2 feet 
(61 centimeters) of snow in 
parts of South Dakota. 
In northern Louisiana, it 
took hours for authorities to 
find the bodies of a mother 
and child reported missing 
after a tornado struck the 
rural Keithville community 
near Shreveport on Tues- 
day afternoon. 
The Caddo Parish Coro- 
ner’s Office said the body 
of 8-year-old Nikolus Little 
was found around 11 p.m. 
Tuesday in a wooded area. 
His 
mother, 
Yoshiko 
A. 
Smith, 30, was found dead 
under storm debris around 
2:30 a.m. Wednesday. 
Sheriff Steve Prator said 
their home was destroyed 
and the boy ended up a 
half-mile away, while his 
mother’s body was discov- 


ered one street over from 
where their mobile home 
stood. When deputies ar- 
rived at their address, they 
found nothing but a con- 
crete slab, said sheriff’s Sgt. 
Casey Jones. 
“I wouldn’t even know if 
they knew a house was 
there to begin with,” Jones 
told The Associated Press 
on Wednesday. 
The forecast Wednesday 
called for more severe 
storms with additional tor- 
nadoes expected across 
an area of the Gulf Coast 
region populated by near- 
ly 3 million people from 
New Orleans to Mobile, 


Alabama. More damaging 
weather was possible in the 
Florida panhandle. 
A steady stream of torna- 
do warnings were issued 
Wednesday across portions 
of Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama. 
In 
Keithsville, 
Louisiana, where the two 
deaths occurred, sheriff’s 
deputies restricted access 
to the area where the sus- 
pected tornado touched 
down. 
Downed 
trees, 
some that appeared to be 
ripped up by their roots, lit- 
tered the landscape. Louisi- 
ana Gov. John Bel Edwards 
planned to tour the area 
Wednesday afternoon. 


“I am heartbroken to learn 
of the mother and child 
who were killed in South- 
west Caddo Parish due to 
one of numerous reported 
tornadoes,” Edwards said 
in a statement as he de- 
clared a state of emer- 
gency Wednesday, saying 
at least six tornadoes had 
touched down in several 
parishes. 
In Union Parish, on Louisi- 
ana’s northern border with 
Arkansas, Farmerville May- 
or John Crow said a Tues- 
day night tornado badly 
damaged an apartment 
complex where 50 fami- 
lies lived and wiped out 


a neighboring trailer park 
with about 10 homes. “It 
happened quick,” Crow 
said Wednesday, adding 
that about 30 homes were 
damaged along nearby 
Lake D’Arbonne. 
Shannon Futch, Union Par- 
ish’s emergency director, 
said there were reports of 
numerous people treated 
for cuts and bruises and at 
least two people hospital- 
ized after a twister cut a 
swath of damage about 
5 miles (8 kilometers) long, 
toppling trees onto about a 
dozen houses. 
“Some people even stayed 
the night in their houses 
that had big pine trees on 
them,” Futch said. “They 
didn’t have anywhere to 
go.” 
A suspected tornado re- 
ported in New Iberia in 
southwest Louisiana dam- 
aged several buildings on 
the campus of New Iberia 
Medical Center, hospital 
officials said, and left five 
people with minor injuries. 
In neighboring Mississippi, 
suspected 
tornado 
de- 
stroyed four large chicken 
houses one of which held 
5,000 roosters in Rankin 
County, Mississippi, Sheriff 
Bryan Bailey said. Mobile 
homes at a park in Sharkey 
County, Mississppi, were re- 
duced to piles of shredded 
debris. Resident Leslie Jack- 
son told WLBT-TV her home 
was one of only a couple 
left standing.q 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
The U.S. Census Bureau on 
Wednesday said it was put- 
ting on hold plans to ap- 
ply by 2025 a controversial 
method for protecting the 
privacy of participants in 
its 
most 
comprehensive 
survey of Americans af- 
ter facing pushback from 
prominent researchers and 
demographers. 
The science doesn’t yet ex- 
ist to apply differential pri- 
vacy algorithms to the an- 
nual American Community 
Survey, which covers more 


than 40 topics ranging from 
income, internet access, 
rent, disabilities and lan- 
guage spoken at home, 
the statistical agency said 
in a blog post. 
“It’s also not clear that dif- 
ferential privacy would ulti- 
mately be the best option,” 
wrote Donna Daily, chief of 
the American Community 
Survey Office. The Census 
Bureau embraced using 
differential privacy algo- 
rithms for the first time with 
the release last year of the 
first round of 2020 census 
data, and it had said the 


method would be applied 
to American Community 
Survey data by 2025. Dif- 
ferential privacy algorithms 
add intentional errors to 
data to obscure the identi- 
ty of any given participant. 
It is most noticeable at the 
smallest geographies, such 
as census blocks. 
Prominent 
demographers 
and other researchers had 
asked in a letter to Cen- 
sus Bureau Director Robert 
Santos last summer that the 
agency drop plans to use 
the algorithms on future 
data releases, claiming it 


would jeopardize the us- 
ability of numbers that are 
the foundation of the na- 
tion’s data infrastructure. 
The 2020 census question- 
naire asked limited ques- 
tions about race, Hispanic 
background, 
sex, 
age, 
household 
relationships 
and whether a home is 
owned or rented during the 
head count of very U.S. resi- 
dent. The American Com- 
munity Survey, on the other 
hand, is much more com- 
plex because of the almost 
four dozen topics it covers 
when sampling residents in 


3.5 million homes. 
The Census Bureau has said 
that the differential priva- 
cy algorithms are needed 
since, without them, the 
growth of easily available 
third-party data combined 
with modern computing 
could allow hackers to 
piece together the iden- 
tities of participants in its 
censuses and surveys in 
violation of the law. Bureau 
statisticians will continue to 
study privacy methods for 
the American Community 
Survey, the statistical agen- 
cy said.q 


Crews survey damage from a possible tornado in Grapevine, Texas, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022. 


Associated Press 


U.S. storm brings tornadoes, blizzard-like conditions; 2 dead 


Census Bureau tables controversial privacy tool for survey 
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STRASBOURG, France (AP) 
— The people of Ukraine 
and their representatives 
were handed the Euro- 
pean Union’s top human 
rights prize Wednesday for 
their resistance to Russia’s 
invasion and defiance dur- 
ing the ongoing war. 
The 27-nation bloc award- 
ed the “brave people of 
Ukraine” the prize in Octo- 
ber. Yulia Pajevska, founder 
of the medical evacuation 
unit Angels of Taira, human 
rights activist Oleksandra 
Matviichuk and Ivan Fedo- 
rov, mayor of the occupied 
city of Melitopol, were on 
hand to receive it during a 
solemn ceremony in Stras- 
bourg, France. 
“We have witnessed the 
inspiring resistance of or- 
dinary citizens making the 
ultimate sacrifice to delay 
a column of tanks, senior 
citizens standing up to face 
down Russian troops with 
nothing but pride as their 
weapons. Brave women 


forced to give birth in un- 
derground metro stations,” 
said European Parliament 
President Roberta Metsola. 
“To these people, the mes- 
sage 
from 
Europe 
has 
been clear. We stand with 
Ukraine. We will not look 
away,” she said. 
The EU award, named for 
Soviet 
dissident 
Andrei 
Sakharov, was created in 
1988 to honor individuals or 
groups who defend human 
rights 
and 
fundamental 
freedoms. Sakharov, a No- 
bel Peace Prize laureate, 
died in 1989. 
It’s the second straight year 
EU lawmakers used the 
Sakharov Prize to send a 
message to the Kremlin. Im- 
prisoned Russian opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny won 
it last year. The defiance of 
Ukrainians during the nearly 
10-month-old war has per- 
sisted despite an uptick in 
attacks in recent weeks. 
Ukrainian forces have re- 
claimed broad swaths of 
the country, dealing a blow 
to Russia’s military prestige, 
since launching a counter- 
offensive in late August.q 


From left to right, head of the Mission of Ukraine to the EU 
Vsevolod Chentsov, State Emergency Services of Ukraine 
Stanislav Kulykivskyi, Mayor of Ukrainian city of Melitopol Ivan 
Fedorov, Founder of the medical evacuation unit Angels of Taira 
Yulia Paevska, Nobel Peace Prize winner and head of Center 
for Civil Liberties Oleksandra Matviichuk, Spokesperson of the 
Yellow Ribbon Civil Resistance Movement Yaroslav Bozhko and 
Director of the Department for emergency prevention, State 
Emergency Services of Ukraine Oleksandr Chekryhin, pose 
with European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, third from 
right, after receiving the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 
Award, the European Union top human rights prize, Wednesday, 
Dec. 14, 2022 in Strasbourg, eastern France. 


Associated Press 


People of Ukraine handed EU’s top human rights prize 


By RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Disap- 
pointment has set in two 
years after the election of 
U.S. President Joe Biden 
was 
supposed 
to 
reset 
trans-Atlantic relations with 
the European Union. EU 
leaders are openly talk- 
ing about fights, not only 
friendship. 
They 
say 
conflict 
with 
Washington is the last thing 
they want, with war raging 
on their doorstep in Ukraine 
and common resolve es- 
sential in stopping Russia. 
But money is a threat to 
that unity. 
“We already have war in 
Europe. The last thing we 
need is a trade war,” Eu- 
ropean Commission Vice 
President Margrethe Ve- 
stager 
told 
lawmakers 
Wednesday. 
They were debating U.S. 
policies that many in the 
27-nation bloc see as un- 
fairly locking a longstand- 
ing and trusted ally out of 
the 
lucrative 
American 


market. The point of con- 
tention is the U.S. Inflation 
Reduction Act, a $369 bil- 
lion plan that favors Amer- 
ican-made climate tech- 
nology through subsidies 
and, according to the EU, 
will 
unfairly 
discriminate 
against its firms. 
The trans-Atlantic partners 
have long prided them- 
selves on free trade unfet- 
tered by excessive subsi- 
dies 
and 
protectionism, 
and the law felt to Brussels 
like Washington betraying 
the spirit of fair competi- 
tion. “Elements of the IRA 
risk unleveling the playing 
field 
and 
discriminating 
against European compa- 
nies,” European Commis- 
sion President Ursula von 
der Leyen wrote to the EU 
leaders on the eve of their 
year-end summit. 
While trans-Atlantic rela- 
tions should cement their 
alliance as they face Russia 
and an ever more assertive 
China, there are plenty of 
hints of widening division. 
It is all the more surprising 


because European lead- 
ers welcomed Biden’s ar- 
rival two years ago as a re- 
turn to warm relations and 
mutual commitments after 
four years of fractious ties 
under Donald Trump. 
Trade disputes have been 
a red line for decades in 
trans-Atlantic 
relations, 
highlighted by fights over 
aircraft subsidies and steel 
exports and affecting ev- 
erything 
from 
hormone- 


treated beef to liquor ex- 
ports. 
Planned subsidies under 
the Inflation Reduction Act 
passed by the U.S. Congress 
in August are especially 
grating for the EU. For ex- 
ample, electric car buyers 
are eligible for a tax credit 
of up to $7,500 as long as 
the vehicle runs on a bat- 
tery built in North America 
with minerals mined or re- 
cycled on the continent. q 


European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, left, 
speaks with Greece’s Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, second 
right, and Netherland’s Prime Minister Mark Rutte, center, during 
a round table meeting at the EU-ASEAN summit in Brussels, 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022. 


Associated Press 


EU to U.S.: We already have war, don’t give us trade 
war, too 
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By JAVIER CORDOBA 
Associated Press 
SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) 
— Costa Rica, one of the 
world’s great refuges for 
people 
fleeing 
persecu- 
tion, is tightening its gener- 
ous asylum policies in the 
face of an overwhelmed 
system. 
President Rodrigo Chaves, 
who took office in May, 
said Costa Rica’s system is 
being abused by econom- 
ic migrants. The changes 
he decreed took effect this 
month. 
Despite having only 5 mil- 
lion citizens, the Central 
American country trailed 
only the United States, Ger- 
many and Mexico in the 
number of asylum applica- 
tions it received last year, 
according to the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 
Chaves first warned of the 
changes last month during 
a sudden influx of Venezu- 
elan migrants stranded by 
a change in U.S. border 
policy. But it is Nicaraguans 
who account for nearly 
nine out of 10 of the appli- 
cants. 
“The (immigration agency) 
tells us that 90% or more 
of the people don’t qual- 


ify, so we are allowing the 
good cause of asylum to 
be abused by hundreds of 
thousands of people it’s 
that easy,” Chaves said. 
The president complained 
that Costa Rica has been 
spending $300 million a 
year to attend to the asy- 
lum seekers, draining re- 
sources for health and edu- 
cation, and international 


support has been insuffi- 
cient. 
The United Nations said 
that its International Or- 
ganization 
for 
Migration 
and High Commissioner for 
Refugees, or UNHCR, had 
disbursed $94 million since 
2018 to support migrants 
and asylum seekers in Cos- 
ta Rica. 
The exodus from neigh- 


boring Nicaragua, amid 
a brutal crackdown on 
popular protests there in 
2018, swamped the asylum 
system long before Ven- 
ezuelans became a visible 
presence in the streets of 
San Jose. 
The arrival of Nicaraguans 
accelerated last year as 
President Daniel Ortega’s 
government 
cracked 


down on political oppo- 
nents ahead of national 
elections. Ortega coasted 
to a fourth consecutive 
term after potential chal- 
lengers were locked up. 
Arrests 
have 
continued 
this year, targeting critical 
nongovernmental organi- 
zations, press outlets and 
clergy. 
In 2012, Costa Rica re- 
ceived barely 900 asylum 
applications. In 2018, that 
number 
reached 
nearly 
28,000. And through Sep- 
tember of this year, it was 
already more than 67,000. 
Now there are more than 
220,000 pending applica- 
tions to resolve. 
Aiming to unclog the sys- 
tem, the government has 
also created a special im- 
migration 
category 
for 
people from Cuba, Nica- 
ragua, 
and 
Venezuela 
-- nationals who make up 
96% of the asylum seek- 
ers. They would be eligible 
for a two-year work permit 
in exchange for dropping 
their asylum cases, if they 
weren’t really in danger. 
This, of course, would also 
likely make them ineligible 
for asylum in other coun- 
tries, including the United 
States.q 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — A Dutch court on 
Wednesday 
upheld 
the 
Netherlands’ ban on as- 
sisted suicide, a setback 
for activists who said the 
prohibition infringes on their 
right to determine when 
their lives end. The Hague 
District Court rejected the 
activists’ argument that the 
ban violated the Europe- 
an Convention on Human 
Rights. 
The “right to decide for 
oneself about one’s own 
end of life is indeed pro- 
tected” by the convention, 
the court said in a written 
statement. 
“However, this right to self- 
determination 
does 
not 
go so far that there is also 
a right to obtain assisted 


suicide.”Frits Spangenberg, 
chairperson of the group 
Cooperative 
Last 
Will, 
which brought the case 
along with 29 individual 
plaintiffs, said he was dis- 
appointed by the ruling, 
but vowed to fight on. He 
said he would study the 
decision with lawyers be- 
fore deciding whether to 
appeal. 
“I’m not surprised, but I’d 
hoped for more perspec- 
tive,” Spangenberg said in 
a telephone interview. 
The government did not re- 
act to the ruling. 
The Netherlands was the 
first nation to legalize eu- 
thanasia. 
A 2002 law allowed physi- 
cians to end the lives of 
patients under strict condi- 
tions, either by administer- 
ing a fatal dose of drugs 


or giving the patient the 
drugs to take. Assisted sui- 
cide, the practice of some- 
one who is not a physician 
providing a person with 
a self-administered lethal 
substance, remains illegal. 
The Hague court said the 
euthanasia law “properly 
weighed up the various 
interests” of “on the one 
hand the social interest of 
protecting life and protect- 
ing vulnerable persons, and 
on the other the interest of 
those seeking assisted sui- 
cide.” 
But it noted that the condi- 
tions that must be met for 
a physician to perform eu- 
thanasia mean “not every- 
one who considers their life 
complete will be able to re- 
ceive assisted suicide.” 
Spangenberg 
said 
that 
finding “does not do jus- 


tice to the daily misery of a 
growing group of people. 
It is cruel, inhumane and 
cowardly.” 
He said the court was “very 
focused 
on 
euthanasia 
options, which are good, 
but so bureaucratic and 
only applied in the case of 
hopeless medical suffering 
with a lot of bells and whis- 


tles and conditions.” 
Another organization, the 
Dutch Association for a 
Voluntary End of Life, also 
criticized the decision, say- 
ing in a statement that 
it upheld a “situation in 
which the government de- 
prives its citizens of the right 
to die with dignity at their 
own discretion.”q 


Venezuelan migrant Carlos Rivas, left, sells sweets on a street in Heredia, Costra Rica, Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Costa Rica tightens overwhelmed asylum system 


Campaigners take their hats off in a show of respect for people 
who took their own lives in The Hague, Netherlands, on Oct. 10, 
2022. 
Associated Press 


Dutch court rejects challenge to 
assisted suicide ban 
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Coral disease affecting Aruba causing concern 


ORANJESTAD – This week, 
during a joint press confer- 
ence by Aruba National 
Park 
Foundation 
(FPNA) 
and the Department of 
Nature and Environment 
(DNM), 
information 
was 
given about coral disease 
that is causing concern for 
the local marine life. 


Giesbert Boekhoudt, direc- 
tor of DNM, indicated that 
for a long time already in 
the Caribbean there are 
different corals that are be- 
ing affected by different 
kinds of disease, and they 
have been preparing for 
this for a long time. 
Boekhoudt explained that 
they have the data of the 
investigation in the report 
by Carmabi which showed 
the situation of the corals; 
however, right now nature 
itself is showing that it is un- 
der pressure and there are 
hard corals in bad condi- 
tion. 


“For two to three months we 
have been preparing for 
this day to come. We pre- 
pared a system to address 
this in a standard way to 
inform the public and other 
stakeholders and people 
who use the ocean. There 
is great concern because 
other islands already got 
it, and the sea landscape 
is not looking good when 
the disease continues to 
spread”, Boekhoudt com- 
mented. 


Sietske van der Wal, inter- 
im manager of the Marine 
Park of FPNA elaborated 
on the disease and ex- 
plained what can be done 
to reduce the pressure on 
the sick corals. Van der Wal 
explained that they noted 
different coral disease in 
the Caribbean region, in- 
cluding Aruba, and one of 
them can be very severe. 
They received some suspi- 
cious, 
alarming 
images, 
and went to investigate on 
the field. 


The 
investigation 
took 
place in one area at Boca 
Catalina, where they car- 
ried out a survey of the cor- 
als. Part of it was a roving 
survey, where they count 
all the corals in one specific 
area and evaluate which 


ones have disease and 
which ones don’t. From the 
investigation it was discov- 
ered that about 50 percent 
of corals in the monitored 
areas have a disease. 


Aside from this, Van der 
Wal indicated, they took 
different photographs of 
the coral to receive assis- 
tance from experts abroad 
to identify if this is Stony 
Coral Tissue Loss Disease 
(SCTLD). But when they sent 
the photographs, it was still 
difficult to distinguish which 
specific disease was noted, 
and thus they had to find 
another way to find out the 
precise disease. 


“Something very important 
that we had to do to distin- 
guish between different dis- 
eases is to cover it for some 
time. This way you can see 
how in a short time, in this 
case four days between 
the two moments of obser- 
vation, how fast the disease 
is progressing. Through pho- 
tographs it could be ob- 
served that the disease on 
certain corals progressed a 
few centimeters in only four 
days. It is important to men- 
tion that coral grows very 
slowly, about 1cm per year, 
thus to lose a few centime- 
ters in only four days is very 
severe”, Van der Wal em- 
phasized. 
The photographs show that 


the disease is progressing 
fast and if it keeps advanc- 
ing on the corals at that 
speed, this means that the 
corals where the disease 
is now present can be 
completely lost within two 
weeks to one month. “This 
is something that we need 
to be worried about. But 
let’s not lose hope, there is 
a lot that can be done that 
is part of the solution”, Van 
der Wal indicated. 


She called on everyone to 
help contain, or try to con- 
tain, the disease as much 
as possible. It cannot be 
completely 
contained 
because the ocean stays 
connected, 
marine 
life 
keeps coming, but the hu- 
man being can make sure 
to not bring the disease 
from one area in Aruba to 
another, and this can be 
done through decontami- 
nation of everything that a 
person wears or uses. 


When 
diving, 
snorkeling 
or fishing, it is necessary to 
decontaminate the equip- 
ment and tools used for 
these activities. It is also very 
important to let equipment 
and materials dry before 
going to another site. FPNA 
also asks everyone who 
goes in the water, in the 
sea, if they see something 
suspicious to point that out 
to FPNA so they can investi- 


gate it right away, and also 
so they can have an idea 
of the spread of the dis- 
ease around Aruba. 
Van der Wal highlighted 
that it is not only disease 
that is impacting the corals; 
there is a lot of different im- 
pact on the corals and this 
needs to be reduced. “For 
example, the presence of 
boats in the ocean, boats 
with a lot of people on 
board. This is why it’s impor- 
tant for them not to touch 
the coral, not step on the 
corals, they are living ani- 
mals. Also to use the right 
sunblock, so make sure with 
sunblock that is used. Pref- 
erably this needs to be reef 
safe, and even better is to 
cover using clothing and 
avoid sunblock altogeth- 
er”, she pointed out. 


She continued explaining 
that contamination com- 
ing from shore also needs 
to be reduced. There are 
many different ways how 
pollution enters the sea, in- 
cluding sewage, fertilizers 
and pesticides use in gar- 
dening. “We need to be 
a lot more careful of what 
we use and when we use 
it, because with rain, in the 
end everything ends up in 
the ocean.” 


She emphasized that it is 
important for the public to 
help with this. At the same 


time, they are also trying 
to find more information, 
through experts, on how to 
establish the capacity to 
make like a “Noah’s Ark” for 
corals that are still alive and 
not affected, to maintain a 
reserve so that when the 
disease has passed, corals 
can be placed back. Van 
der Wal indicated that this 
takes times, but it is a so- 
lution on which they can 
work and they are evaluat- 
ing how to reach the nec- 
essary expertise as well as 
materials and funds. 


Regarding 
other 
areas 
around Aruba, Van der 
Wal 
explained 
together 
with DNM based on the 
Carmabi report published 
a few years ago on the 
state of the corals, they 
search which areas have 
the most corals affected 
by SCTLD and these areas 
will become the main focus 
to investigate if the disease 
has gone further. 


Finally, she added that 
soon there will be a call 
also for volunteers who can 
assist with monitoring these 
areas. She explained that 
FPNA and DMN together 
there is a lack of people 
to do the survey. There will 
be more information avail- 
able soon for those willing 
to help identify and moni- 
tor this disease.q 
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Bowls Noodle Bar invites you to a Happy Hour with a unique flavor 


Bowls Noodle Bar recent- 
ly opened at their new 
location at The Village, 
near the High Rise Ho- 
tels. To celebrate, they 
are launching their new 
Happy Hour from 9pm to 
11pm every day. 


Before 
the 
pandem- 
ic, Bowls Noodle Bar 
opened at the Hyatt by 
the airport, and was in 
the process of open- 
ing a second location 
at The Village when the 
pandemic hit. Due to 
the consequences of the 
pandemic, they decid- 
ed to close the restau- 
rant by the airport and 
open their new location 
at The Village. Their new 
location has been open 
for about six months to 
great results. 


At The Village, night time 
is the best time. This is 
why they are now offer- 
ing a daily Happy Hour, 
from 9pm to 11pm. It in- 
cludes $3 beer and $5 
cocktails. 
Their cocktails are made 
in-house with a unique 
fusion of Asian flavors, 
for example, the popular 
purple Ube Mojito, with 
the flavor of traditional 
Ube, a Japanese des- 
sert; the Blue Samurai 
with ginger flavor; and 
the refreshing Fruity Blos- 
soms, with a flavor en- 
compassing the Sakura, 
the famous Japanese 
Cherry 
Blossoms. 
You 
can try all these for only 
$5 each during Happy 
Hour. 


Fusion is at the core of 
the unique flavors of 
Bowls Noodle Bar, and 
this is expressed beauti- 


fully in their traditional 
Japanese soups. They 
are the only restaurant 
in Aruba that has most of 
the noodles traditionally 
used, Udon, Ramen, and 
Rice 
noodles. 
Ramen 
noodles, 
served 
fresh, 
are a surprising flavor 
for those who are used 
to dried ramen noodles. 
They also have Jasmine 
rice for the rice bowls. 


Their authentic soups are 
the highlight and star. 
Chef 
Warren 
explains 
that there are four main 
components to the soup: 
the broth, the noodles, 
tare, and the oil, and 
these are very important 
for the traditional Japa- 
nese soups. At Bowls 
Noodle Bar, they have a 
wide variety of flavors to 
cater to every taste, like 
the famous Pork Chashu. 
It comes with fresh ra- 
men noodles, and it’s 
the pride of Bowls Noo- 
dle Bar. Chef Warren 
says that the broth for 
this soup takes two to 
three days to make, and 
is made in-house, with 
fresh and delicious ingre- 
dients. They also cater to 
vegetarians and vegans, 


with various options on 
the menu like tofu mush- 
room soup, vegetable 
gyoza, 
wonton, 
and 
fresh kimchi fermented 
at the restaurant. 


The wok concept also al- 
lows you to create your 
own unique dish, choos- 
ing your base, protein, 
vegetables and sauce. 


Origin 
The founders of Bowls 
Noodle 
Bar, 
Dexter 
Moreno and his partner 
Lai, opened their first lo- 
cation on Curaçao. They 
traveled to Japan to 
study Japanese Cuisine, 
and they fell in love with 
Japanese 
soup. 
Lai’s 
parents 
are 
Chinese, 
and this is the start of the 
Asian-fusion flavors that 
are both surprising and 
delectable, 
combining 
Japanese, Chinese and 
even some Korean cui- 
sine. Chef Warren was 
trained in these tradition- 
al flavors by the founders 
themselves. 
They 
came 
to 
Aru- 
ba where Dexter ap- 
proached some ex-col- 
leagues in the industry 
to open a location on 
the island, and with a lo- 
cal team, opened Bowls 
Noodle Bar Aruba with a 
more extensive menu. 


Opening hours are Mon- 
day to Thursday 5pm – 
11:30pm; Friday and Sat- 
urday 5pm – 12pm; and 
Sunday 5pm – 11:30pm. 
Come visit for great at- 
mosphere, delicious fla- 
vors, and a Happy Hour 
to remember!q 
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


Recently, Kimberley Rich- 
ardson of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor on of 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors as an Emerald Am- 
bassador of Aruba. The 
emerald 
Ambassador 
is 
presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to- 
ken of appreciation and to 
say ‘Masha Danki’ to guests 
whom have visited Aruba 
35 years and more consec- 
utively. 


The Emerald Ambassador 
certificate is the highest 
certificate that we present, 
and is only given 
to a few, making every part 
of this honoring ceremony 
even more special. 


Ms. Richardson had the 
great pleasure to meet 
and honor Mr. 
Charles 
Nemser & Mrs. Sharon De- 
Myer-Nemser from Massa- 
chusetts, United States. 


This couple stated that they 
love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round 
sunny weather, its nice 
sandy beaches and pic- 
turesque sunsets, its options 
of fun activities around the 
island & variety of foods, its 
safety, and Aruba’s warm 
and friendly people whom 
have become family to 
them. 


Ms. Richardson together 
with 
the 
representatives 
of the Divi Village Golf & 
Beach 
Resort 
presented 


the certificate to the hon- 
orees, handed over some 
presents, and also thanked 


them for choosing Aruba as 
their favorite vacation des- 
tination and as their home- 


away-from-home.q 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


Recently, Kimberley Rich- 
ardson of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s 
loyal and friendly visitors 


as Distinguished Visitors of 
Aruba. The Distinguished 
visitor certificate is pre- 
sented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to- 


ken of appreciation, and 
to say ‘Masha Danki’, to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
10 years and more con- 
secutively. 


Today I had the great 
pleasure to honor couple 
Mr. Carol & Mrs. Denise 
Neptune 
together 
with 
couple Mr. David Pressley 


& Mrs. Dominique Nep- 
tune, all from the United 
States. 


This 
wonderful 
family 
stated that they love the 
island very much, espe- 
cially for its year-round 
sunny weather, its white 
sandy beaches and tur- 
quoise waters, its variety of 
foods, its easiness to move 
around the island, and 
Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people whom have be- 
come like family to them. 


Ms. Richardson together 
with the representatives 
of the Holiday Inn Beach 
Resort & Casino present- 
ed the certificates to the 
honorees, handed over 
some presents and also 
thanked them for choos- 
ing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and 
as their home-away-from- 
home.q 
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 


NOORD - It is hard to imag- 
ine this happening today, 
but 
years 
ago 
people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, 
including old cars, and 
their household garbage, 
which of course included 
lots of glass. Over the next 
30 
years 
the 
pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every- 
thing but glass and pot- 
tery. The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. Tons 
of polished, broken glass 
pieces were created by 
the pounding surf. These 
smoothened, colored glass 
particles then settled along 
the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can 
find these beautiful and 
colorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 


Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa- 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 
pieces of sea glass. The sea 
glass that was created is 
the product of a very long 
and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. The name for any 
piece of glass that finds its 
way to the ocean and tum- 
bles around in the water 
long enough is “Sea glass. 


The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora- 
tion, handcrafts and jew- 
elry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa- 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 


smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be- 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 


For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, 
household 
appli- 
ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 
beautiful smooth rocks. 


It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have 
potentially 
ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro- 
cesses, the ocean trans- 
formed the trash into the 


sea glass. 
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 


The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 


Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro- 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown 
(Amstel 
& 
Polar 
beer), 
green 
(Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink” 
bottles. 


If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na- 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 


Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor- 
rect our mistakes. 


Funny, 
how 
trash 
can 
change into treasures! 


Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 


people working at the air- 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora- 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! q 
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Artisanal doll “Miss Aruba” returned to its home island 


ORANJESTAD 
– 
National 
Archeological Museum of 
Aruba, MANA received a 
fabric doll about 80 years 
old, 
from 
Mrs. 
Dolores 
Rutski. Back when Dolo- 
res, a resident of New Jer- 
sey was about three or four 
years old, she received the 
doll as a gift from her uncle, 
who brought it from Aruba. 


The doll has some details, 
like a traditional handker- 
chief tied on her head. 
Dolores doesn’t remember 
every playing with the doll, 
she kept it and would only 
admire it. 


Mrs. Rutski visited our beau- 
tiful island herself for the first 
time in 1973, to celebrate 
her honeymoon. She kept 
visiting Aruba for many 
years. She said that her un- 
cle, Vincent Citarella was 
a marine on board of the 
commercial boat US Mer- 
chants during the Second 
World War. One of them 
was attacked by the en- 
emy, causing the boat to 
sink. Only Citarella and one 
other marine survived the 
attack. 


It was during her stay in 
Aruba last year that Dolo- 
res realized that Aruba was 


also involved in the Second 
World War. She realized 
then the connection be- 
tween her uncle, the doll, 
Aruba and the Second 
World War. Then she prom- 
ised to come back with the 
doll and take a picture to- 
gether in Aruba. 


Dolores also began think- 
ing about how, when she 
passes away, the doll will 
no longer have a home. 
In order to guarantee a 
home for her, could she gift 
the doll to a museum? This 
way she could visit the doll 
when she is here on Aruba. 


Fulfilling her promise, Dolo- 
res took a picture recently 
with her doll at Bunker Bar. 
Even Dolores thought she 
could be nominated for 
“crazy old lady” for this 
act. The beauty of the doll 
caught a lot of attention. 
Humorously, Dolores com- 
ments that the doll might 
have tarnished a little but 
it has fewer wrinkles com- 
pared to her. Many peo- 
ple asked about the doll’s 
name, 
and 
finally, 
she 
called it “Miss Aruba”. 


Mrs. 
Dolores 
Rutski 
ap- 
proached MANA with her 
desire to gift “Miss Aruba” 


to the museum, ensuring a 
good home for her at her 
native island. This was ac- 
cepted with a lot of love, 
since MANA already has 
two 
antique 
porcelain 
dolls, co-financed through 
UNOCA, which will incor- 
porated to the project 
“Keeping Heritage Alive 
through Time”. The new ex- 
hibitions that are part of this 
project are planned to be 
completed by mid-2023. 
This fabric doll, an artisanal 
jewel from last century, will 
be part of the developing 
exhibitions.q 
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By SALLY FRENCH of Nerd- 
Wallet 
Book a flight or hotel room 
now, and pay it off later? 
It’s an increasingly com- 
mon trend in travel spend- 
ing. Companies like Ameri- 
can Airlines , United Airlines 
and vacation rental web- 
site Vacasa now offer the 
option to make reserva- 
tions now and pay it back 
incrementally 
over 
time 
with “buy now, pay later” 
services. 
Between 2020 and 2021, 
travel and entertainment 
purchases were the fast- 
est-growing 
segment 
of 
the buy now, pay later 
phenomenon, according 
to a September 2022 re- 
port from the Consumer Fi- 
nancial Protection Bureau. 
Buy now, pay later is an al- 
ternative type of short-term 
credit for online purchases 
offered by companies in- 
cluding Affirm, Afterpay 
and Klarna . The shopper 
immediately gets their pur- 
chase and pays it back 
later, typically in four in- 
stallments or monthly pay- 
ments. 
While buy now, pay later 
has been popular for years 
in segments such as ap- 
parel and beauty, it’s slow- 
ly growing in other areas, 
including insurance, edu- 
cation and groceries and 
travel is outpacing them 
all. 
In 2019, just $10 million was 
spent 
on 
travel-related 
buy now, pay later servic- 
es. It grew to $60 million in 
2020 and $800 million by 
2021, logging an astound- 
ing 1,233% increase in one 
year and a 7,900% increase 
in two. But that growth isn’t 
necessarily good. In fact, 
the CFPB warns it’s a trou- 
bling trend. 
THE PROBLEMS WITH USING 


People shop for shoes in a Nike store on , Nov. 25, 2022, in New 
York. People shop for shoes in a Nike store on , Nov. 25, 2022, in 
New York. 
Associated Press 


The problems with using buy now, pay 
later to fund travel 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER 
Buy now, pay later can 
entail 
confusing 
terms, 
challenges in filing and re- 
solving disputes, and strict 
requirements, like required 
use of autopay . And since 
it can encourage shoppers 
to take on more debt than 
they can afford, buy now, 
pay later may sometimes 
do more harm than good, 
many experts say. 
LATE FEES 
Many buy now, pay later 
services charge late fees, 
typically around $8. Ac- 
cording to the CFPB, 10.5% 
of buy now, pay later bor- 
rowers were charged at 
least one late fee in 2021. 
FORCED AUTOPAY 
Some buy now, pay later 
loans 
require 
autopay, 
which can be problem- 
atic for people who have 
insufficient funds in their 
connected payment ac- 
counts, as they could in- 
cur a late fee from the buy 
now, pay later company, 
as well as an overdraft fee 
from their bank. 
According to the CFPB, 89 
% of 2021’s buy now, pay 
later 
repayments 
were 


made on a debit card, 
which opens up the pos- 
sibility for overdrafting on 
accounts with insufficient 
funds. One in three buy 
now, pay later users report- 
ed overdrafting in January 
2022, according to a sur- 
vey from Morning Consult, 
a market research organi- 
zation. Overdrafts typically 
trigger their own fee. 
Repaying buy now, pay 
later purchases with credit 
cards isn’t any better, even 
though some do it. 
“This practice essentially 
using a credit card to pay 
off other debt is a sign of 
inability to repay,” accord- 
ing to the Center for Re- 
sponsible Lending and oth- 
er groups in a March 2022 
joint report. 
OVERSPENDING 
Buy now, pay later services 
have access to shoppers’ 
purchasing data, which 
can then be used in future 
marketing campaigns like- 
ly encouraging even more 
spending. And that’s not 
the only type of overexten- 
sion that puts consumers at 
risk. 
A 2022 Motley Fool survey 
found that reasons to use 
buy now, pay later includ- 
ed: 
● To make purchases that 
wouldn’t fit in my budget 
(45%). 
● To borrow money without 
a credit check (21%). 
● I can’t get approved for 
a credit card (14%). 
● My credit card(s) are 
maxed out (13%).q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 
centro medico Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


HTTA 
Time -share resale 
are you interested in sell your 
Time -share in aruba , 
contact the experts ,37 years 
doing honest business 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
2 br 2 bath week 51 and 52 
Platinum plus Ocean Front 
Price :$180 K both weeks 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach right on the beach 
2 br Ph week # 49 room # 770 
Pool/ocean view 
30 weeks remain 
Price :$18 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach right on the beach 
2br week # 50 room # 631/632 
30 weeks remain 
Pool/ocean view 
Price : $18 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach right on the beach 
2 br Ph week # 51/52 room # 
672 
Pool/ ocean view 
22 weeks remain each 
Price : $30 K each 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach right on the beach 
1 br Week #51 room # 401 
24 weeks remain 
Price : $ 10 ,750 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Cabana Beach and casino 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 49 room # 220 a 
1 br WK # 50 room # 316 a 
Pool/ ocean view 
Price :$ 6000 each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Cabana Beach and Casino 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 room #329 a 
Ocean view 
Price :$10 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 52 room # 1235 
Pool view 
Price : $ 12 ,000 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
2 br WK #51 room # 2205/2206 
24 weeks remain 
Price : $15 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room 
#2360 
31/22 weeks remain 
Price : $ 13 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 50 ,51,52,01 room 
#2357 
33/24/24/28 week remain 
Price : $13 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
2314 
Garden view 
Price : $12 K each 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room 
#2509 
Pool/ ocean view 
Price :$30 K both weeks 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br week # 51/52 room #2530 
harbor view 
Price :$13 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private islands 
1 br WK # 52 room # 2532 
harbor view 
Price : $13 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Tierra Del Sol 
Wespunt 
3 br 2 1/2 bath 
Fully furnished Ocean view 
With garage 
Price : $475 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
Tibushi wespunt 
2 br ,2 bath 
and pool 
Price :$325K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
Palm beach 
3 br 2 bath with and appart- 
ment 
5 min walk to beach and all top 
restaurant and entertainment 
Price :$550 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
alto Vista Noord 
3 br ,2 bath with and appart- 
ment 
Fully furnished ocean view 
Price : $550 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Great invest oppertunity 
bubali Noord 10 min walk 
From eagle and palm beach 
3 br 1 bath 
2 br 2 bath 
1 br 1 bath 
3 br 2 bath 
Price :$525,280 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By The Associated Press 
Over the years, The Mark 
Twain Prize for American 
Humor has gone to such 
luminaries as Richard Pryor, 
Carl Reiner, Whoopi Gold- 
berg, Billy Crystal, George 
Carlin and Ellen DeGe- 
neres. Next year, it’s going 
to the guy who made us 
crack up as Happy Gilm- 
our. 
The John F. Kennedy Cen- 
ter for the Performing Arts 
said Tuesday that Adam 
Sandler would receive the 


prestigious award at a gala 
on March 19. 
“Adam Sandler has enter- 
tained audiences for over 
three decades with his 
films, music, and his tenure 
as a fan favorite cast mem- 
ber on ‘SNL,’” said Kenne- 
dy Center President Debo- 
rah F. Rutter in a statement. 
“Adam has created char- 
acters that have made us 
laugh, cry, and cry from 
laughing.” 
The 
56-year-old 
actor- 
comedian, who this year 


starred in the well-received 
Netflix basketball drama- 
comedy “Hustle,” has cre- 
ated a list of funny films, 
like 
“Happy 
Gilmore,” 
“Billy 
Madison,” 
“Grown 
Ups,” “Big Daddy,” “The 
Longest Yard” and “The 
Waterboy.”His 
role 
as 
Howard Ratner in “Uncut 
Gems” garnered Sandler 
several nominations and 
awards, including winning 
the National Board of Re- 
view and the Independent 
Spirit Award.q 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — To Sigour- 
ney Weaver, her friendship 
with James Cameron didn’t 
really start on “Aliens,” the 
1986 film Cameron direct- 
ed her in. It started after. 
“He was quite serious most 
of the time. He had a lot 
riding on that. England was 
all about Ridley Scott (the 
original’s director) doing 
the next one,” Weaver re- 
calls. “It wasn’t until we got 
to the Venice Film Festival 
where ‘Aliens’ was part of 
some program. We were 
having dinner afterward 
and I’m listening to Jim 
and I went, ‘Wait a min- 
ute. You’re funny? Where 
was this person all through 
those difficult months?’” 
That their first movie as fruit- 
ful as the final product was 
wasn’t the smoothest ex- 
perience may have been 
partly due to Cameron’s 
unconventional 
courtship 
of Weaver. When she wa- 
vered on returning as Ripley 
in the sequel, Cameron ap- 
proached Arnold Schwar- 
zenegger’s agent, who also 
represented Weaver, with 
the idea of Schwarzeneg- 
ger taking over the film 
series. It was a way, once 
word filtered back to her, 
to coax Weaver into sign- 
ing on. The gambit worked. 
“The first few weeks on 
‘Aliens’ was a bit rocky 
while we tested each oth- 
er,” Cameron says. “Af- 
ter that, we’ve been fast 
friends forever.” 
That long-running friendship 
and collaboration reach- 


es an unlikely pinnacle in 
“Avatar: The Way of the 
Water,” Cameron’s long- 
awaited 
oceanic 
opus. 
Though Weaver co-starred 
in Cameron’s original 2009 
“Avatar,” her character, 
Dr. Grace Augustine was 
shot and killed by the end 
of the film. In 2010, while 
Cameron was sketching 
out what would eventually 
become plans for four more 
“Avatar” films, he met with 
Weaver to suggest a novel 
idea of how she might be 
reborn on Pandora. 
Weaver would come back 
in an entirely new role: Kiri, 
the 14-year-old biological 
daughter of Grace’s ava- 
tar. In the film, which opens 
in theaters Thursday, Weav- 
er plays the Na’vi charac- 
ter, adopted by Jake Sully 


(Sam 
Worthington) 
and 
Neytiri (Zoe Saldaña). It’s 
not easy logic to parse out. 
What, exactly, are the re- 
productive capacities of 
avatars? 
“I had to jump through a 
few fiery hoops to get her 
on this movie. Not that she 
was unwilling, but in terms 
of narrative logic,” says 
Cameron. “OK, she’s the 
daughter of the avatar 
of Grace Augustine, you 
know what I mean? So of 
course she looks like Grace. 
Makes sense, right? Oh, by 
the way, you’ve got to be 
14 years old.” 
But the end result of Camer- 
on’s narrative logic is simple 
enough: Sigourney Weaver 
is back in the “Avatar” fold. 
And not only that, through 
performance capture she’s 


playing a wide-eyed teen- 
age Na’vi who looks a little 
like an alien Winona Ryder. 
As Weaver likes to say, in 
science fiction, “Everything 
is possible.” 
“I know that no one but 
Jim would have cast me as 
a 14-year-old. As he said, 
people think I’m kind of 
serious and strong and all 
those things. He knows that 
that’s just malarkey,” says 
Weaver, smiling. “He said, 
‘This will be easy for you.’” 
It required a bit more work 
than Cameron made out. 
Like the rest of the cast, 
to film the movie’s exten- 
sive 
underwater scenes, 
Weaver trained for the 
underwater 
performance 
capture work by learning 
how to hold her breath 
underwater for six minutes. 


“Six and a half,” Weaver 
corrects. Getting back into 
the headspace of a teen- 
ager also demanded some 
immersion. She spent time 
in high schools, she says. “I 
needed time to unearth my 
14 year old.” 
“I was this tall when I was 11, 
which was excruciating,” 
says the 5-foot-10 Weaver, 
the daughter of pioneering 
TV executive Pat Weaver 
and the British actress Eliz- 
abeth Inglis. “I still, at 14, 
spent half my time wanting 
to disappear. I think Kiri has 
some issues that are difficult 
for her. She’s the adoptive 
daughter. She’s very much 
part of the family, but she 
also has these things going 
on that she doesn’t quite 
understand.” 
It’s not a one-off perfor- 
mance, either. Cameron 
envisions 
big 
things 
for 
Kiri in future “Avatar” in- 
stallments. 
He’s 
already 
filmed the third film, begun 
shooting the fourth and 
developed the fifth. Fans 
of Weaver from “Ghost- 
busters,” 
“Working 
Girl” 
and “Galaxy Quest” will 
get one more chance to 
grow older, again, with the 
73-year-old actress. 
“She’s a very, very impor- 
tant 
character,” 
Cam- 
eron says. “If we’re lucky 
enough, in terms of enough 
financial success on the 
movie to break even and 
make it a proper business 
case going forward and 
we get to do 3’’ we’ve al- 
ready captured everything 
with Sigourney for ‘3’ and 
then ‘4’ and ‘5.’ q 


Director James Cameron, left, and Sigourney Weaver pose for a photo to promote the film “Avatar: 
The Way of Water” in London, Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Sigourney Weaver, James Cameron float on in ‘Way of Water’ 


Jackie Sandler, left, and her husband Adam Sandler appear at 
the Governors Awards on Nov. 19, 2022 in Los Angeles. 


Associated Press 


Comedian and actor Adam Sandler to get 2023 Mark Twain Prize 
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By JAY COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Soaked 
with beer and still wear- 
ing his No. 8 jersey, Alex 
Ovechkin held three pucks 
in his right hand as he 
posed for a picture with the 
rest of the jubilant Washing- 
ton Capitals in the visiting 
locker room at the United 
Center. 
Three pucks that added up 
to 800. 
Ovechkin 
became 
the 
third NHL player to reach 
800 career goals when he 
scored three times Tuesday 
night, touching off a wild 
celebration for his team 
and an appreciative Chi- 
cago crowd. 
“Soon as it happened, kind 
of relief,” Ovechkin said 
after Washington’s 7-3 win 
over the Blackhawks. “Kind 
of happiness in general.” 
Ovechkin scored on his first 
two shots, beating Black- 
hawks 
goaltender 
Petr 
Mrazek 24 seconds into 
the game before stuff- 
ing one home on a power 
play with 11:46 left in the 
first period. The 37-year-old 
winger then completed his 
29th career hat trick when 
he knocked Anthony Man- 
tha’s pass over a sprawled 


Mrazek 6:34 into the third. 
“When he got the first goal 
today, I was like, ‘This is the 
night,’” teammate Evgeny 
Kuznetsov said. 
The rest of the Capitals 
jumped off the bench to 
celebrate after the mile- 
stone goal, and hats rained 
down on the ice from the 
crowd of 16,181. Fans in 
Chicago 
then 
chanted 
“Ovi! Ovi!” drawing a wave 


from Ovechkin. 
The star forward moved 
within one goal of Gordie 
Howe for second all-time. 
Wayne Gretzky holds the 
record with 894 goals. 
“It’s a big number,” Ovech- 
kin said. “It’s the best com- 
pany (you can) ever imag- 
ine since you started play- 
ing hockey.” 
Ovechkin also praised the 
crowd for its response. 


“Even in the warmup, I was 
feeling that energy right 
away,” he said. “The fans 
watch me and the fans 
want to see that historical 
moment.” 
When it was over, Ovech- 
kin jumped onto the ice 
one last time to salute the 
cheering fans. He then 
gave his stick to a boy 
wearing a Capitals jersey 
above the tunnel to the vis- 


iting locker room. 
Shortly after he got to the 
back, he was showered 
with beer by his chanting 
teammates. Goaded into 
making a speech, Ovech- 
kin said it was special to ac- 
complish the feat with the 
team. 
“It was awesome,” Wash- 
ington coach Peter Lavio- 
lette said. “It was just awe- 
some to be on the bench 
and be a part of it, a part 
of history.” 
Ovechkin has seven goals 
in his last four games and 
a team-high 20 on the sea- 
son. His previous four goals 
were all empty-netters. 
The Capitals play seven of 
their next nine at home. 
“I think once he’s going 
to be No. 1 he can have 
a sense of relief,” Mantha 
said. “Until then, I think he’s 
on the hunt, and that’s 
what we love about him.” 
Ovechkin has been one of 
the NHL’s most dangerous 
scorers practically since he 
got two goals in his debut 
with Washington on Oct. 5, 
2005, against Columbus. 
The 12-time All-Star has nine 
seasons with at least 50 
goals, including a career- 
high 65 during the 2007-08 
season. q 


Washington Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin holds his 798, 799, and 800th career goal pucks in the locker 
room next to hats collected for his hat trick after an NHL hockey game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022, in Chicago. 


Associated Press 


Alex Ovechkin reaches 800 career goals with hat trick 


By STEVE DOUGLAS 
AP Sports Writer 
AL KHOR, Qatar (AP) — 
France and Kylian Mbappé 
are headed back to the 
World Cup final for a much- 
anticipated matchup with 
Lionel Messi after ending 
Morocco’s historic run at 
soccer’s biggest tourna- 
ment. 
France 
beat 
Africa’s 
first ever semifinalist 2-0 
Wednesday, with Mbappé 
playing a part in goals by 
Theo Hernandez in the fifth 
minute and then substitute 
Randal Kolo Muani in the 
79th. 
France will head into Sun- 
day’s title match against 
Argentina looking to be- 
come the first team to re- 
tain the World Cup title 
since Brazil in 1962. Mbap- 
pé has the chance to ce- 


ment his status as soc- 
cer’s new superstar when 
he comes up against the 
35-year-old Messi, who has 
dominated the game with 
Cristiano Ronaldo for the 
past 15 years. 
There will be no team from 
the Arab world in the final 
of the first World Cup in the 
Middle East, a prospect 
that seemed nigh impossi- 
ble before the tournament. 
Yet Morocco did break 
ground for Africa and gen- 
erated an outpouring of 
pride among Arab nations 
after topping a group con- 
taining Croatia and Bel- 
gium and eliminating two 
more 
European 
powers 
Spain and Portugal in the 
knockout stage. They gave 
France 
a 
far-from-easy 
ride, too. 
Hernandez’s goal was the 


first scored against them 
by an opposition player in 
the tournament the other 
had been an own-goal 
and came amid defensive 
rearrangement forced by 
injuries to Morocco’s two 
best center backs. Nayef 
Aguerd competed in the 
warmup but didn’t come 
out for kickoff, while cap- 
tain Romain Saiss lasted 
only 21 minutes before 
limping off with a hamstring 
injury. 
Mbappé helped to create 
the goal because his shot 
deflected off a defender 
and into the path of Her- 
nandez, who let the ball 
bounce before driving a 
downward effort into the 
net from an tight angle. 
Typically 
a 
defense-first 
team, Morocco was forced 
to come out and play and, 


roared on by tens of thou- 
sands of fans who dominat- 
ed the 60,000-seat Al Bayt 
Stadium, the team penned 
back France. 
Jawad El Yamiq hit the 


post with an overhead 
kick in the 44th minute and 
France’s 
defenders 
had 
to make a number of last- 
ditch tackles in front of their 
own goal.q 


France’s Theo Hernandez, center, celebrates after scoring the 
opening goal during the World Cup semifinal soccer match 
between France and Morocco at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, 
Qatar, Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Mbappe, France advance to World Cup final, beat Morocco 2-0 
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By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Steve 
Cohen’s New York Mets 
are on track to shatter 
spending records in his 
third season as owner, 
boosting payroll to about 
$350 million for purposes of 
the luxury tax and poised 
to pay a penalty of about 
$80 million. 
New York added veteran 
starters 
Justin 
Verlander 
and Jose Quintana plus 
reliever David Robertson 
and Japanese pitcher Ko- 
dai Senga while re-signing 
center 
fielder 
Brandon 
Nimmo. 
“Everybody’s talking about 
us and that’s fine,” Quin- 
tana said during a Zoom 
news conference Wednes- 
day. 


Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander speaks to media ahead of Game 1 of the baseball 
World Series between the Houston Astros and the Philadelphia Phillies on Thursday, Oct. 27, 2022, 
in Houston. 
Associated Press 


Mets set to shatter payroll records, soar to about $350M 


Coming off his third Cy 
Young Award, the 39-year- 
old 
Verlander 
became 
the second $43.33 million 
pitcher in New York’s rota- 
tion, joining for a two-year 
deal that matched the av- 
erage salary of 38-year-old 
Max Scherzer. 
Quintana, a 33-year-old 
lefty, got a $26 million, two- 
year contract and Robert- 
son, 37, a $10 million, one- 
year deal to serve as a 
setup man for All-Star clos- 
er Edwin Díaz, who stayed 
for a $102 million, five-year 
commitment. In addition, 
Nimmo received a $162 
million, 
eight-year 
con- 
tract, the Mets acquired 
lefty reliever Brooks Raley 
in a trade with Tampa Bay 
and reached a $75 million, 
five-year deal with Senga, 
pending a successful phys- 
ical. In all, the team com- 
mitted $461.7 million to six 
free agents, including five 
pitchers. 
“We have done a lot of lift- 
ing and we’ve had a very 
fortunate investment from 
Steve and Alex Cohen in 
this club,” general manag- 
er Billy Eppler said, referring 
to the owner and his wife. 
“The commitment is very 
evident here and the goals 
are very evident.” 
New York already was on 
track to set a luxury tax 
payroll record for 2022, at 
$298.8 million, according 
to Aug. 31 projections by 
Major 
League 
Baseball, 
with final figures still being 
compiled. Mets spending 
for the tax payroll rose from 
$186 million during the last 
fully played season of the 
Wilpon and Katz family 
ownership in 2019 to $208 
million in 2021, the first sea- 
son after the pandemic. 
They will pay the tax for the 
first time this year. 
MLB and the players’ asso- 
ciation agreed last March 
to a new fourth threshold 
dubbed the Cohen Tax 
“It’s better than a bridge 
being named after you,” 
the owner quipped. The 
fourth threshold starts at 
$293 million next year and 
the Mets will pay a 90% 
rate as a second offender 
a projected $50 million tab 
as of now.q 


